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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT LEONE DINES AT RESIDENCE 
DEPT. PASS ALSO WHITE HOUSE 

1. PRESIDENT LEONE TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE AND ONE OF HIS 
SONS CAME TO THE RESIDENCE FOR DINNER WITH ME ON MAY 27. 

HIS PRESENCE IS UNPRECEDENTED. MRS. LEONE TOLD MY WIFE 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC HAS 
EVER DINED IN A FOREIGN EMBASSY. THE PRESIDENT TOLD ME HE 
HAD ACCEPTED TO SHOW HIS DEEP RESPECT FOR THE UNITED STATES. 

2. PRESIDENT LEONE ASKED ME TO EXTEND HIS WARMEST 
REGARDS TO THE PRESIDENT. HE ALSO ASKED ME TO INFORM THE 
SECRETARY THAT HE WANTS VERY MUCH TO SEE HIM AND HOPES THAT 
HE WILL STOP IN ROME AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

3. THE ITALIAN PRESIDENT TOLD ME THAT THE ECONOMIC 
SITUATION IS THE MOST SERIOUS AND PREOCCUPYING. HE IS 
DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE FINANCIAL SITUATION. HE SAID THAT 
HARD TIMES ARE AHEAD FOR ITALY UNLESS COURAGEOUS AND 
POSITIVE MEASURES ARE TAKEN SOON. HE AGREED WITH MY 
OBSERVATION THAT PRIME MINISTER RUMOR SEEMED TO BE 
TAKING A FIRMER LINE SINCE THE REFERENDUM. 

4. WE DISCUSSED POLITCAL MATTERS IN A VERY GENERAL 
WAY. PRESIDENT LEONE SAID THAT HE HAD WANTED TO AVOID THE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 07280 281745Z 

REFERENDUM AND THAT IT HAD NOT TURNED OUT THE WAY HE WANTED 
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IT. HE STRESSED TO ME THE NEED FOR DC PARTY UNITY. THIS 
IS NO TIME FOR SQUABBLING AND THE PARTY CANNOT AFFORD IN- 
TERNAL BATTLES. IT WAS CLEAR HOWEVER THAT THE ECONOMIC 
SITUATION IS THE PROBLEM HE FINDS MOST WORRYING.VOLPE 
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